N

|

-3 NUVH RﬂUki Em‘p:'fzhgt;m Uzsghukm

The Mova Rookie is a low end DHV1 -2 glider targeted at the straight-out-of-schoel
pilot, but it can also be flown and enjoyed by much moere experienced pilots seek-
ing relaxing and stress-free flying. The Rookie is tha glider of choica for Mova
designer Hannes Papesh and MD Wolfi Lechner on their home ground in the
Austrian Mps near Nova's Innsbruck headguarters.

The Rookie was launched in 2004 as the successor to the Syntax. The Syntax
had an interesting design philosophy based on the fact that reducing the
aspect ratio of a glider has a performance penalty, but the lower aspect ratio
machine that results can be supported by a much smaller amount of line. The
reduction in drag from the reduced amount of line can offset the lower aspect
ratio, and in fact sometimes a higher performance machine can result yet with
the passive safety of a low aspect ratio glider. The Rookie shares this
philosophy with the Syntax and retains its planform, aerofoil section, number
of cells and long brake travel. Changes, including a further substantial
reduction in the amount of line, are a lighter sail, more sail tension, a diffarent
curve to the wing and redesigned brake geometry.

The Rookie has a hybrid sail using Gelvenor OLKS for the first 25% of the chard,
then Porcher Sport Skytex 9017 [&0grm] 00911 for the rest of the chord on both top
and bottorn surfaces. D011 is a slightly different version of the long-life EASA
coating developed by Porcher Sport. Lines are a mixture of Technora and
Dyneermsa, with Technora in the lower cascades and Dyneema in the upper. The
glider is also equipped with swivels in the brake lines, the first time | have seen
this on a Mova glider. It comeswith a manual, rucksack, inner bag, compression
strap, windsock and speed bar. Plus a three-year materials and workmanship
guarantee and the one-year Mova Protect covering accidental damage. The
Rookie is available in five sizes covering weights from 55 - 130kg allup. The glider
supplied for the review was the Medium [85 - 110kg], flown at 107kg,

The rucksack is very spacious and has raw had all the little niggles sorted out.
Cormpression straps, pockets for things like helmets and comfort were all good. |
was going to praise it to the skies until a plastic buckle on the shoulder strap
broke, rendering it useless. Mova has agreed that some problems with bags have
occurred and will be sorted out under guarantze,

Laid out for take-off the Rookie seems quite low aspect ratio, but checking the
manual shows it's 5.12:1 flat. Using the inner As or simply leaning back in the har-
ness gives avery simple inflation, The only issue arising here is that, like all low
end DHV1-Z5 or DHY s, the hrake travel doesn't always allow the pilot to keep the
glider on the ground easily in strenger winds using the brakes. As the D nser has
only one line on it going to the centre area of the canapy, use of the C risers may be
necessary to kill the glider in stronger winds on landing or to keep it on the ground
prior ta launch. Asymmetric inflations work well too, and once the glider is over-
head keeping it there is very easy.

Oncein the air the Rookie is simplicity tself, Flying is very relaxing as there are no
surprises and it simply needs to be guided where youwant it to go, with small
armounts af active flying if it's vary strong. If active flying is needed an this this glid-
ar, it"s pretty certain that the conditions are not for beginners. On encountening the
first thermal you are reminded that brake input needs to be 2 bit more than for a
top-of-the-range 1-2, but the Rookie banks up very easity and then starts to climb.
The climb rate is very rewarding and its ahility to make the best of light lift is top-
noteh. In this respect itis the equal of any glider in ary category.

In turbulent or broken thermals there is good feedback via brakes and harness,
and the chest strap setting can be used to good effect. The more experienced pilot
can open up the chest strap in line with Nova's instructions in the manual [sug-
gested range 45 - 0cm), making the glider rore responsive to weight shift and
thus more agile. This makes the glider very good in the small pieces of lift found
on the smaller sites in the south-east UK. This glider is good fun to thermal and
will tolerate mistakes - it doesn't collapse on the edge of strong thermals if you
aren't spot an.

Big ears are very easy and any size ranging from very small to very big can be
rmade using the auter split A riser. The ears resist the pullin at first guite hard but
ence inare not difficult to keep there. On release they roll out quite quickly and
evenly. B line stalls are firm to pull in, but once in the load drops and a classic B
line stall results, the glider first dropping back then, s the descent rata builds up,
sitting slightly farward. The descent rate is guite high if the stall is maintained, but
cn release it snaps out immediately and flies away without any need for pilot inter-
vention, and in a very confidence-inspiring fashion.

Pulling asyrnmetrics on one side (both A risers| is hard as the Rookie resists guite
fiercely. Pulling the collapse in doesn't result in ary loss of height and only a very
srnall heading change unless the collapse is held, Even then things happen guite
slowly and the resistance is vary high, with the glider inflating immediately you
release. The tips do seern to be slightly rmore fluid than the Syntax's, as | noticed
the odd little tieg when the stabilo line pulled tight after going slack in turbulence,
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but the tips did not fold in. Again, this only happens in
conditions that are not suitable for lw-airtime pilots,

| had a whale of a time spiralling this glider. The first
one for me on any new glider is always entative, so
can see how fast it goes in and how slowly it comes
out. The Reokie enters the epiral inan easy and
refined fashion, and will recover smioothly but quite
guickly | noticed that with the wider chest-sirap set-
ting | had more of a tendency to weight shift into the
spiral, and therefore slow the recovery if | did not
deliberately centre myweight on releasing the brake.
n the tighter setting exit is immediate and very con-
fidence-inspiring. | investigated further and ended up
qgoing off the scale on my Brauniger I0-Compe,
something | have never had the confidence to doon
ary other glider, Sometimes if | delayed the axit by
comverting speed to height | could just catch the very
tail end of the wake from the spiral, but only just.
Asyrmmetric spirals also worked well.

The speed bar is light to use, giving me &2km'h on
the first stage and 45 - 48kmy'h with occasional
excursions to 47 when driven flat out. The glider
seems to have exemplary stability on the bar. Trirm
speed is between 37 and 38kmy'h 5o the Rookie is no
slouch for awing certified at this low level. | felt very
sure of the bar and used it often, cbviousty with the
caveats for avaiding very turbulent air.

The Rizokie i= great when you are trying for the spot.
The glide angle gees up a leng way when you are in
the harmess, and degrades very noticeably when you
are out. It alse tolerates very deep braking to degrads
the glide further if you are overshooting the spot,
Landing it in stronger winds | found | could reverse-
eoncarting it onto one tip, but the Cline pull also kills
the gliderwell,

[werall the Rookie is great machine and fantastic fun
for the level of passive safety it offers. There is not

miwch | can find wrong with it, although | met some
lowe-airtime pilots who didn't Like the name as it asso-
ciated thermwith being novices. But bearing in mind
the experienced pilots fying and enjoying the Rookie,
wiy are they worried? Should & name put you off a
glider that is otherwise ideal for your level of ftying 7
The same pilots were impressed with the very few
lines and performance, and the Tattoo/Mambao
colour scheme. The name made not the slightest dif-
ference to rmy enjoyrment of the wing. Dwould thor-
oughly recommend it to anyone looking for & low-end
1-2, amd to the experienced pilot with other cormmit-
ments who does not get the chance to remain as cur-
rent as they would like. Performance, fun flying and
no stress - an excellent wing from Mova,

Performance with simplicity
High passive safety
Handling

Very easy flying all round

Rucksack shoulder strap buckle
broke after a weak

Name not cool enough for some
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Thanks Steve for such an honest and in-depth
resieswy, With the Rookie Mova have almost created a
new cateqgory: a wide market suitable for beginners
and experienced pilots alike, The latest issue of the
Austrian magazine Gleitschirm measured the glide
angle at 8.4:1 - higher than the majority of top-and
OHW1-2 gliders and a number of DHY2s. One of the
reasons is its lack of lines; total line consumplion

for the Medium is 258m, 100m less than its

predecessor the Syntax. Regarding the rucksack
[t mada by Moval, Steve is right. Some weaker
buckles found their way into the manufacturing but
this has now been rectified.

Although the name might suggest a beginner's
wing, the Rookie is much mare, | can only 2sk
pilots considering a new DHY1-2 glider to try it
With its great performance, exemplary
climb/sink rate, direct handling and safety never
seen before on such a performance wing, it's at
home on the nidge or XC thermalling at base, In
addition, Mova offer their unique Mova Protect
one-year accidental damage insurance free on
all their wings!
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